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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2020 
 

YEAR 11                           ENGLISH LITERATURE          MARKING SCHEME  
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                        (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                   (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                             (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and 

for relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

 Content is relevant and accurate  

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                            (25 marks) 

 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 

phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same 

meaning. 

 

1. Tick () the correct answer.                                                                       3 x 1 mark = 3 marks 

a. The poem is written in 

 i. first person narrative. 

 ii. second person narrative. 

 iii. third person narrative. 

 

b. The poem is  

 i. a sonnet. 
 ii. written in free verse. 

 iii. written in blank verse. 

 

c. The poem  

 i. is about the beauty of photography. 

 ii. compares poverty to photography. 

 iii. shows the effect of war on the people of the country. 
 iv. shows the effect of war on people and the photographer. 

 

2. According to stanza 1 (lines 1 – 8), how is a person who views a photo different from the 

photographer?                                                                                                                   2 marks 

 To most people, the event shown in the photo is safely within the frame of the photo and 

it does not much affect the viewer. But the photographer has seen the reality (of war) at 

first hand and is touched by it.  

 

3. a.    What is a disadvantage of looking at a photo that “lifts the heart” (line 6)?          2 marks 

          People believe that it shows reality / that all is well.  

 

   b.    Quote a word from stanza 1 that shows that the photographer does not agree with the 

 viewers’ belief.                                                                                                         1 mark 

           convince 

 

4.     Find two examples of alliteration from lines 1 – 12.                                   2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

 Accept any 2 of the following: 

 frame is flexible; can convince;  pair of peach;  sun-gilded girls 

 

5.    By comparing stanza 2 (lines 9 – 12) with stanzas 3 – 4 (lines 13 – 21), what contrast is 

created?                                                                                                                             2 marks 

 The poet creates a contrast between people enjoying themselves (due to wealth and/or 

leisure and/or because they are oblivious to the reality of other lands destroyed by war) 

and other people who are suffering because of war.  

 

6.      What do the words “the first bomb of the morning” (line 17) suggest?                            1 mark 

        That there had been numerous bombings on previous days. / that many more bombs 

would fall that day.  
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7.     By referring to stanzas 3 – 4 (lines 13 – 21) list four ways by which the poet brings out the 

horrors of war.                                                                                            4 x ½ mark = 2 marks 

 Accept any 4 of the following. 

i.  a small child has to take care of a baby 

ii.  she walks in a devastated street 

iii.  a bomb falls near her 

iv.  she drops the baby / she abandons the baby 

v.  she is terrified 

vi.  the reader is not told what became of the baby or the child. / The reader only 

imagines what happened to the baby and child. / The reader believes the children 

died. 

 

8.    Who is “the little mother” (line 22) referring to?                                                              1 mark 

       The child (who carried the baby) 

                                                          

9.   Identify the figure of speech found in each of the following phrases and explain each phrase.                                                                          

                                                                                                                             4 x ½ mark = 2 marks 

a) “sun-gilded” (line 10) 

Figure of speech: metaphor 

Explanation: The girls’ skin is tanned. / She seems as if covered in gold. 

   

b) “hell like heaven, is untidy” (line 26) 

Figure of speech: simile / personification  
Explanation: Accept relevant answers such as: 

                   ‘hell’/suffering does not have specific boundaries like a photo / 

                   war results in bloodshed/injury/death of the innocent 

  

10.  The photographer took the picture of the little girl before the bomb exploded. By referring to 

the last stanza, quote two phrases that bring out the idea that photos do not show us a 

complete picture of life or a situation.                                                        2 x 1 mark = 2 marks 

 the almost smile 

 (Even in hell) the human spirit triumphs (over all) 

 

11. a.  What figure of speech is found in the last two lines of the poem?                           1 mark 

          simile  

 

b.  What do you think the poet is trying to say in the last two lines of the poem?     2 marks                                                                                                                                                            

        Award relevant ideas, such as:  

 pain / suffering / death is arbitrary  

 the child / baby died   
 

12.  By referring to the whole poem, bring out the message of the poem.                             3 marks                                                                                                                                                     

 Accept answers that bring out one or more of these points.  

  The poet wants to show that it is not fair that some people get to sunbathe / drink 

champagne / are safe at home while others live in a country devastated by war.  

  The poet wishes to reveal what the media does not fully show: that war is painful / 

ugly / makes the individuals caught up in it suffer and die.  

  The poet wishes to show that photos do not show us the complete picture of reality.  

  She reveals that the world prefers to believe that a situation is not as tragic as it is 

in reality.  

 


